3

THE DESEBRET FARMERER

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3, 190g

————

LIVESTOCK

THE HORSE.

A Popular Error,

i the hadling of live stock | do

know of & mistake S0 common
mmong all classes of men, aside from
the veterinarian, than the one con-
nected with the common colic of the
horse.  Scarcely without an exception
when the borse is cramping from the
colic, he s thought 1o have something
the matter with his kidneys. Cramps
in the intestines from accumulation
of gases or some irritating food
chunke him 1o streteh himself with the
fore and hind fect wide apart No
doubt this gives some relief by tight-
cning the muscles across the abdo-
men. It is not an indication of any
fault with either the kidneys or the
bladder,
that spasm in the bowels acts re-

It is a physiologicul fac:

flexly upon the bladder, making this
latter organ inoperative for the time
being. The remedy, in almost every
case, is nitre, or some remedy direct-
ed to relieve the bladder or the kid-
neys. The correct remedy would be
10 give a purge to remove the irritat-
ing substance from the bowels, and
anodynes to relieve the pain.  The
bladder, except in cases of long pro-
tracted colic or inflamation of the
bowels, will take care of itself. Di-
seases of the kidneys are quite rare
im the horse, and when 'ﬂu-;H
pear seldom come with an actife St
tack. Remember, then, if the horse
Is rolling on the ground, getting up
and lying down, bloated, and streteh.
ing himself out, the chances are n
hundred to one that it is colic, or
some other disease, and no fault what.
ever with the bladder, although his
sctions might indicate a distention of
that srgan. GEO. H. GLOVER,
Colorado Agricultural College

- - -
’ Thé Brittle Hoof,

An English veterinarian says that
the brittle hoof of some horses hefore
being shod, when young, is likely due
to the digestive organs, or in the food
supply. The intimate connection be-
tween the horr of the feet, the skin
of the animal and the lining of the
Rimentary canal is no so generally

84 it shgold be, wnd our ef
fo tniild feet are often best

directed when we preseribe a more
liberal diet and one in which the ele-
Gelatin-
our fopds, of which linseed stands at
the head for horses, are calculated to

ments of horn are abundant

supply the binding material that s
wanting in brittle hoof, but there
must be power of appropriation, which
may be aided by such things as ¢lum-
ba, potash, soda or dilute mineral
acids, which enables the stomach to
better deal with the food. The rob-
liery committed by worms may be ar
the root of shelly feet.  The intimacy
between the skin and digestion in rec-
ognized in a practical way by most
men, for they readily associate a hide-
bound condition with worms, but do
not earry the comparison to the feet,

Alfalfa for Horses,

When trouble follows the feeding
of alfalfa to horses, it may be set
dowa that the trouble is with the
feeding, not with the alfalfa. In other
words, ij the horses arc not used to
an alfalfa diet, the change ought to
be made gradually, The high protein
of the alfalfa naturally acts as a stim-
wlant to the horse and this is notice-
able in the increased demands upon
the wrinary and .perspiratory glands,
where disorders and complicationsare
most likely to result,

For colts or growing horses alfalin
hay or pasture is admirable adapted
to produce strong vigorous growth,

One thing is important with the al-
falfa fed horse—that it be given plen-
ty of exercise; otherwise the animal
is apt to become soft wi i easily sweat-
ed.  Alfalfa is the best possible feed
for mares with foals. Let her run on
alfulfa hay, while she is carrying her
unborn colt. There is nothing else
0 good for her

Alfalfa develops the colt, and the
mother so fed has plenty of milk for
its nourishment at this fast growing
period. The colt's digestive system
quickly adapts itself to the conditions
of feeding and you will have no trous
ble later on,

\ horse needs much less grain when
fed alfalfa hay, and has more life and
spirit than when fed upon iny other
hay. Alfalfa restorative
powers, and haviag no hairs upon
stemy or leaves, has mwo terMency (o
ratey hewver fn horess

has great

ALFALFA FOR HORSES.

There seems to be an almost unl
versal opinion among horsemen, and
especially among those that are rais-
ing heavy horses, that no other grass
or combination of grasses equals or
even approaches the value of alfalfa
as a pasture for horses; and from au
economical point of view it eertainly
has no equal, as it will furnish so
much more feed an acre than any oth-
er grass, It will not only pasture
more horses an acre, but it will pro-
duce horses of greater weight, larger
hones and stronger muscles,

A horse that has been reared in an

alfalia pasture and fed a light ration

of alfalfa all winter makes one of the
finest horses to be found in any mar-
ket today. To produce a horse of the
highest type? with the cleanest bone,
the best-developedmuscle, the best
temperament and the greatest action
and finish, nitroge
used, and in no ot
most _essential clement of
50 cheaply and so abundantly
as it can by feeding alfalfa,

The most successful producers ' of
both heavy and light horses are today
using alfalfa extensively in the devel-
opment of their young horses. Iis
value for this purpose is hot recog-
nized by the Kansas feeder alone, for
after sceing Kansas
horses, Eastern breeders, where al-
falfa cannot be grown, are sending
their colts to Kansas alfalfa fields to
be developed as they could not he'at

alialfa-grown

home,

A majority of horse owperé-are in-
clined to waste hay in feeding horses
~—that is, they feed more than is ne-
cessary for the maintenance of the
korse and more than hé'can economic-
ally take care of, This is true of oth-
er kinds of hay as well as of alfalfa

Either heavy or light horses that
are doing regular, steady work should
not, if one wishes to feed economical-
ly, bave more than one pound of hay
per hundred pounds of live weight
That is, a thousand-pound horse
should receive ten pounds of hay a
day and a fifteen-hundred-pound horse
fifteen pounds a day.

A fifteen-hundred-pound horse that
is doing steady work should have
about four pounds of hay with his
morning feed, the samie ambunt at
nightt Many horses will & { thirty
or tr ly pounds of Ixy @ day it they
Ity brgr greews e 11 TT 2 Troree is

/_.

allowed to eat such quantities, hali
of it is wasted, and if he is eating tha
amount of alfalfa hay, it is worse tha:
wasted, for it does the horse an in
jury. From two to two and one-half
pounds of digestible protein is all that
an ordinary horse can utilize in a day
and . in one hundred pounds of alfalfa
there are eleven pounds of digestible
This fare of alfalfa if too
heavy fed is likely to cause kidney
disorder, and may even be responsible

protein

for abortion in pregnant mares that
are fed too liberal a ration of it. If it
does not. cause “abortion, weak un
healthy foals will be the result
Have alfalfa fed judiciously to preg-
nant mares, heavy or light work horses
and it is beneficial and should be used
wherever it is abtainable, and it should
never be used as the exclusive rough-
nge. Some objection is madetd it on
account of causing loosen
bowels and

RAW MATERIAL AND FINISH-
ED PRODUCT.

A feature of the National Stock
Show at Denver which opens on Jan-
wary 18th, will be the Grain and For-
age Exhibit, It may seem odd at first
blush te exhibit grain, grasses and
roots at a stock show, but it does not
seem sirange when it is remembered
that these products constitute the raw
and the live stock the fin
The idea of this ex-

material
ished product.
hibit was born of inquiry at the first
show from eastern visitors, “What do
vou make these cattle out of}" The
grain and forage exhibit is to show
the “cause” and the fine cattle and
stock might be labeled “the result.”
[his feature will be unusually strong
Prof. W, H

Olin will hawve it in charge and no

at the coming show.

one who attends the show should fail
tn see it, The exhibit this year is di-
vided between irrigated and wunirri-
gated products and produced below
= po0 feet elevation and above that
elevation, It will be interesting to
even the farmers and stockmen of
Colorado and will give them some
pointers upon what is possible umder

enesifind cenditinns
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